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With these words William Shakespeare describes the figure of
Caliban in the dramatis personæ of his play The Tempest. For
almost four centuries, literary critics have dealt with trying to
answer the question how Shakespeare s character has to be
regarded. Is Caliban to be considered as a monster
representing humanity s bestial side including all its vices, and
thereby arousing the audience s disgust Or has he rather to be
looked at the victim of an imperia l tyrant personified in
Prospero who arouses the spectator s pity In which way
Shakespeare really intended Caliban to be was, is and will ever
be a secret he took to his grave. However, the reception history
of the play has proven that Shakespeare s presentation of the
characters especially Caliban opened up...
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