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friendship; and the miscellany of the fourth section mixes anecdote and satirical epigram with compacted
memories of travel. The book is characterized by its various portrait-poems, which in their diCerent ways
address the opposition between the desire for openness and the desire for isolation. The power of language to
illuminate realities is the overriding impression created by these poems, but it operates amid a play of light and
shade, reserve and unreserve.
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