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Congress, Second Session, Bangor, Maine, June 20, 1994 The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9 a.m. at
the Bangor Civic Center, Bangor, Maine, Hon. William S. Cohen (acting chairman of the Committee) presiding.
Present: Senator Cohen. Opening Statement Of Senator Williams. Cohen, Acting Chairman Senator Cohen.
Ladies and gentlemen, we are going to commence the hearing this morning. Let me begin by welcoming you to
this special hearing of the Special Committee on Aging dealing with fighting family violence. Violence is an
epidemic that has reached staggering proportions in this country. The 1980 s arguably were the most violent
decade of the century, if not in U.S. history, and the 1990 s threaten to be even worse. On an average day,
physical violence kills 65 people and injures 6,000 more. This is more than twice the casualty rate that our
Nation sustained at the height of the Vietnam War. In fact, in the last 5 years, we have lost more Americans to
violence than we lost in Korea and Vietnam combined. None of us are immune to this epidemic. Violence knows
no geographic, age, ethnic, or economic boundaries. Its not confined to low income or inner-city housing
projects. It reaches the homes of the wealthy and the famous, as we have been reminded over and over this
past week due to the widespread media attention to the murder of O. J. Simpsons ex-wife and allegations of
domestic violence in that case. Any problem causing so much injury and death is clearly a...
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