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Gorgias Press, United States, 2014. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In times of conflict and radical change, group identity is often
threatened and boundaries need to be renegotiated. The first century was a time of radical change, especially
for the Jews. It was in the first century C.E. that the core symbol of Jewish identity, the temple, was destroyed.
Social scientists point out that in such turbulent times, groups will often create stronger boundaries around
themselves. In such contexts boundaries between insiders and outsiders are created and in ancient texts,
expressed in linguistic forms that illustrate such boundaries. Christianity as a movement developed within the
already established, but volatile Jewish movement/religion. As a movement Christianity expressed a profound
sense of inclusivism and illustrated that value in the transcendence of social boundaries. However, Christianity
was also a moral movement, as Wayne Meeks once remarked, and therefore also created boundaries. This is
expressed in linguistic expressions, such as to say that the in-group are the pistoi (believers) to be distinguished
from the apistoi (the unbelievers). In this book the dynamic reality of creating and transcending boundaries
and the relationship between insiders and outsiders are explored by way of reflecting on mission and ethos.
Mission is understood as the expansion of early Christianity which was experienced as a (missionary) call or
responsibility to share a particular view on God and life. Ethos is understood as the language and behaviour
that flowed forth from a missionary understanding of identity. Prof. Jacobus (Kobus) Kok is Associate Professor
of New Testament Studies at the University of Pretoria and Doctoral Researcher in Religious Studies at the
Radboud University Nijmegen in the Netherlands.
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