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PERU: CIRCUS CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

Arcadia Publishing (SC), United States, 2009. Other merchandise. Book Condition: New. 150 x 119 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. In April 1884, Ben Wallace, the owner of the local livery, opened the
season of his new circus in Peru and billed it as Wallace and Companyas Great Worldas Menagerie and
International Circus. It was an instant success and soon grew to be one of the largest and most renowned
circuses in American history. Over the next 50 years, many circuses found a home in Peru. Under the direction
of the American Circus Corporation, an industry was created in Peru that employed as many as 4,500 people.
Circuses like the Hagenbeck-Wallace, John Robinson, and Sells-Floto/BuHalo Billas Wild West Show departed
Peru by rail each spring, along with some of the best acts from around the world, including Terrell athe Lion
Kinga Jacobs; the worldas favorite clown, Emmett Kelly; and animal trainer Clyde Beatty, who played himself
in 12 Hollywood movies. In 1929, Ringling Brothers purchased the American Circus Corporation. As the country
sank into the Depression, fewer circuses leK Peru each season. In 1941, Ringling Brothers closed its winter
quarters in Peru, ending an era.
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