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Medicine and Hygiene, Vol. 12 The campaign, however, is conducted in areas subject to great ranges of
temperature between summer and winter, and where, owing to the domination of the Turk for over 500 years,
the inhabitants live under more or less primitive conditions, without any special organisation for or attention to
the preservation of health. Wars in this region have always been distinguished for much sickness and mortality,
and it is because | think that information gathered from what has already happened may be useful in securing
the adoption of more effective measures in these and in tropical countries, where the sanitary problems are
much more complex than in France, that | am reading this paper. South-Eastern Europe the Gateway of the
East and West. The South-Eastern corner of Europe has always been a great fighting arena. It is the gateway on
land to the East and for the West, and as such its possession has been coveted in turn, and fought for by the
rulers of expanding empires on either side of it from the earliest times. | he last of the great Powers in
possession is the Turk. For the past 200 years Austria or Russia, alone or together, have attacked Turkey with the
object of taking her place, and they have considerably reduced her hold. Now it is the ambition of Germany, in
alliance with Austria, to become heir to the Turk. Germany remembers that Alexander the Great with a well-
trained army, and without railways or other modern means of transport, started from the Vardar Valley,
defeated the Persians - the most powerful nation...
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