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... ings on the Internet, and federal courts will post court information and judicial opinions on their websites.
Agencies will be required to develop performance measures that demonstrate how e-government initiatives will
enable progress toward agency objectives, and to report on their compliance with the bills provisions. Agency
heads will have to take into consideration the effect of their e-government programs on Americans who lack
access to the Internet, and ensure that alternatives are available. Information is a vital national resource, and
new information technologies allow information to be organized and accessed in more productive ways. The
bill requires new policies to make government information easier to search electronically, and to improve the
retention of electronic records. A directory of government websites, organized by subject matter, will be
created and linked to the federal Internet portal. Agencies, scientists, policy makers and the public will have
access over the Internet to non-sensitive information about where federal funds for scientific research are
spent. The Office of Personnel Management will be tasked with responding to a severe shortage of skilled IT
professionals in the federal workplace. A new IT training center will analyze the IT personnel needs of the
federal government, and oversee training and the development of curricula to respond to those needs. S. 803
authorizes research into the use of information technologies for better crisis management. It mandates efforts
to promote more efficient use of community technology centers. And it calls for the development of protocols
for geographic information systems (GIS) so that industry and government can develop innovative multi-
layered maps and analyses using the governments massive amounts of...
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