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Chemistry During the past thirty years the position of chemistry
as an essential element in higher education has steadily
improved. Once it was an occasional study, given in short
courses, by text-books and recitations, with experiments
performed by the teacher; a method almost absolutely barren of
disciplinary value. It was an exercise for the memory, and being
unapplied to any definite purpose it was commonly soon
forgotten. Now every good high school, preparatory school, and
college assigns ample time to chemistry, and laboratory
teaching has become well-nigh universal. The latter, indeed,
represents a modern development in education, something in
which the older systems were lacking; and now the student is
taught to observe accurately, to draw correct conclusions from
what he sees, and to test experimentally the truth of statements
which were formerly accepted without question. The study of
chemistry, then, apart from its scientific and detailed
applications, is a training in the interpretation of evidence, and
herein lies its chief merit as an instrument of education. In the
present volume this idea is...
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